
Celebrate Asian Pacific Heritage Month� 
with Bay Area freelance writer� 

William Wong� 
who will be reading from his new book 

allow Journalist: Dispatches from Asian America 
published by Temple University Press 

booksigning will follow 

May 9,2001� 

9:20-10:30 A.M.� 

MI2100� 
Read Wong in the San Francisco Chronicle (www.sfgate.com)� 

!!In a Time of 'Yellow Fever1
: As Asians Rise to New Heights in America,� 

Why Do 1Feel This Sense of Disquiet?," 4/412001� 
and "A Great \}\Jall of Unease," 4/18/ 2001� 

and check his website: www.yellowjournalist.com� 

Sponsored by the Department of Mass Communications and the Asian American Educators� 
Council (a staff and faculty organization)� 

Questions? Contact Professor Colleen Fong, 885-3181 or cfong@csuhayward.edu� 
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1\sian American Journalist Addresses Cal State 
JIayward Students On Culture, Stereotypes 
By Eri Koyama
 
~ontribuling Writer
 
~ 

W illiam Wong, a Bay Area free-
I lance writer, talked about his ex­
Eerience as a Chinese American and 
~€ad  from his new book last week at Cal 
State Hayward. 
Jfi In his book "Yellow Journalist: Dis­
patches from Asian America," which is 
/;l collection from his 3D-year career as a 
r.riter, Wong, born and raised in 
gakland's Chinatown, talks about find­
ipg his Chinese family roots, keeping 
~nd  modifying family traditions and 
~ea1ing  with racial stereotypes. 
<- Addressing students from a variety 
o.f classes, invited by Ethnic Studies Pr9­
~ssor  Colleen Fong, he read four pas­
~,ages  from his 1;>ook, starting with a 
~emoir of a trip to a Chinese village, Goo 
Roo Hong, with his Chinese-born sister 
to get in touch with their family roots. 

Although he enjoyed his stay in the 
~imple,  isolated village, he feltinauthen­
tic and insecure, due to his inability to 

: speak the village dialect fluently, and to 
. his Americanized personality, shaped by 

the mass media. 
"My sisters and I, after all, aren't Chi­

: pese enough to the Chinese living in 
China, nor are we American enough to 
some Americans who see us as per­

- petual foreigners," he read. 
. This and other trips to China made 
1tim realize that understanding the lan­
guage is very important to understand­

. ing a culture, he said. 
"I have mixed feelings about going 

back to the village," Wong said. 
As an American-born man, Wong 

was reluctant to have a "Chinese fam­

ily relationship" with his Goo Doo Hong 
relatives, though he felt an obligation to 
them. 

"Tradition means you stick with 
something old," Wong said, reciting an­
other passage about following and modi-
tying his family tradition. 

For a Chinese New Year dinner, he 
and his sisters tried to host a big, tradi-

Chinese dishes, they nevertheless 
cooked a whole fish, a hallmark of a tra­
ditional celebration, but they drank Cali­
fornia wines and beer instead of Chinese 
beverages. 

Also, although the ceremony of bai 
sin, an homage to ancestors, tradition­
ally is reserved for males, the entire fam­
ily took part, regardless of age or sex. 

tional banqUet for 35 people in his mod- . One year he tried.to follow another Chi-
est, three-bedroom house. nese New Year tradition - setting off [lIe-

Knowing little about the recipes of S J -I' t .- 2 
ee _ourna ISS, page . 

Journalist Combats Ethnic Bias 
By Sherryl Morris 
Stoff Writer 

H e is known as a private individual 
who hiudly shares his inner feel­

ings, 'rhe silence is now broken and Wil­
liam Wong is speaking out on behalf of 
Asian Americans. 

The Asian American Educators 
Council and the Mass COJllID.unications 
Department's invitation to Wong to 
speak on campus proved timely, coming 
shortly after the tension over the colli­
sion between a U.S. spy plane and a 
Chinese jet fighter. ­

In an article in the San Francisco 
Chronicle last month, Wong spoke out 
against racist comments associated with 
that incident. 

He said the comments were so de­
rogatory that he questioned his profes­
sion as a journalist. Slurs came from such 
as well-known figures as disc jockey Don 
Bleu of 101.3 FM in San Francisco, 

Pulitzer Prize-winning editorial cartoon­
ist Pat Oliphant, and some prominent 
newspaper editors. 

There even were rumbles about boy­
cotting Chinese restaurants until the 
Americans returned home, said Wong. 

On a lighter note, Wong has also writ ­
ten about the accomplishments, gifts 
and talents of many' Asians and com­
mended them for their excellence. He 
noted golf champion Tiger Woods, day­
time talk show host Lisa Ling, and bas­
ketball player Wang Zhizhi, who recently 
signed a contract with the Dallas Mav­
ericks, the first Asian to have done so. 

According to Wong, Asian Americans 
are no longer sitting on the sidelines 
taking society's leftovers, but are now 
working their way into the eyes of the 
American people in a positive way and 
making a great difference. 

See Wong, page 2. 
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$3 for those with student Ids, $10im to hold onto 
for others; Stoff Writer ' The photographic exhibit 

campus chronicles the exper!.:: '" ase dialect. f The Ethnic Studies Academic ence of the immigrants at theearning a .', . Society at Cal State Hayward 

11� 
Angel Island Immigration Statiort,�' deg,ee in jo?,- isa_ga gwup mp to AngelPro essor 
and Detention Center and will bem the Umversity . Island on Sunday, May 27, which 
in the Biella Room of the csuatia; Bei:keley, and' ,~ include a docent tour of the 
libraiY until MaY30.!degree from' Co- " ' , historic immigration station. 

"Ifis really llnportant for st~~I,iV~.~Sity,,'. ~;7:,b.~,' ~', C',a sFong, Angel Islan.d w~s  the port of 
dents to see first hand an actuai,fes:>IQnal Jou.~~al~,  i , entry where ImmIgrants from 
historic site, to see where inuni~lid' his Ame,r'Ic~n-.,  " China, Russia, Japan, Korea and 
grants were detained an~k s,oniethingfrqm : ,', I '"" ,., · ,' the Philippines were processed 
housed, to see the actual condH 

", ',," and detained from 1910 to 1940. tions and most importantly to se~lost my Chine,.~/'.·  •. .nSplnng Today the barr~ck',  whe,. thou-
the poems carved in the bar~  

<, ',' , sands of ImmIgrants were de- racks," said Colleen Fong, advi~!d m~mbe~s.  of his, . ill Wong, from poge one, , tained, are still intact. Visito~s  sor of the chili and an ethnic stud~'\Tho had bIhngual, " , "",~ .. '" " , " ' still can see the poetry carved m 
ies professor.Ilds to maintain. ";' Professdr,Colleen Fong,oft~e  its walls by hopeful immigrants. 

The group will meet at theIlgual ~kills  not' : EtlmicSWc;liesdepaftment. smd"We have been planning this 
ferry terminal in Oakland, at th~"comme,;cia.

J '~'.''fhptWd!!9}j!i~'?,~7nspe~g:out  , trip foralmosta year: So ~e  are 
end of Clay Street at theIt also for per,,-:, '·~).6ii,fl~\li~QfA$.1~  ~enca,n~  f~r  really looking ,fo~ard  to It and 
Embarcadero, with a schedulede." :," .!. ;deca:de~.,-:"" ,'/" ,,, ,I "we have the eXlillnt on campus,

ilrrentlyco~ti~h~,  ;; :>~  ··'Hi~."yoii:eis ~n:  important so we are hoping more stUdents departure at 9 a.m. Round-trip 
n fares, including park admission)mns to the S4 ' . ';,olce:foiAlliimAmencans,"Fong will be interested," said Tara 

are $11.50 for adults, $8.50 for::hronicle's'o:p~ed  's'1lld>. ~," ,", ' ''', ',;:,;, "" I Anima, president of the Ethnic� 
eatures sectIons. ,:" ;She;saiQh~  serves ~s,'an  m- Studies Academic Society. juniors aged 13 to 18, $8.50 fdf;� 

n on his boo~  is >spirci.tion for student~I,~~ir).g "', All are invited to attend, in- ages 62 and over and the dis­�
abled and $5.50 for children.:m his Web sIte, critically about Asian AiJiencan " cluding faculty members and 

Participants should bring a,wjournalist.com. issues, and events in China that families. Persons interested 
lunch and dress in layers withaffect people in the Bay Area. should respond to esas­ comfortable walking shoes. 

info@csuhayward.edu with There will be only one ferry re: 
name, phone and email no later turning to Oakland. It willleais 
than Monday, May 21. the island at 3:10 p.m. 

,lrsity 
IWong Regrets Loss of Culture IIi"f ~ , 

. _ Journalists, from page one. sexual than other races. ant society."� 
Regarding TV, he pointed He built his English vo­ '~logg
 

crackElrs. However, he could out that hospital dramas, like cabulary through radio,� &. M� 

not find them at any "ER" and "Chicago Hope" newspapers and novels� 
Chinatown stores that used scarcely had any Asians on even though his parents� iemesters .,.

',to sell them "under the their sets, despite the large wanted him to hold onto 
table ... number of Asians in health their Chinese dialect. Ioopmeni

So he did without, noting care roles. After earning a 
~he was no longer a "It's unbelievable to me," bachelor's degree in jour­
ItratiOOChinatown resident, and his he said, noting that since the nalism from the University 'i�

Piedmont neighbors who first Chinese migration to the of California, Berkeley, and I� 
probably were "not tolerant United States, to labor in the a master's degree from Co­�
of firecrackers." gold fields, Chinese and other lumbia University, he be­�

Still, tradition brought Asians have been more ex­ came a professional journal', rambitions and IT 
luck to his life. Wong, as a cluded than other immigrants. ist, but said his American­ ifessionals about 
male, could go to college and His writing career began ization took something from ,Iities. lIP advisors l, 

even finish his master's de­ when he failed to make his, his life. ,~ficate programs. 

gree without any objection high school basketball team, "I have lost my Chinese, ", '.! 

from his parents, while his due to his lack of height. Giv­ he said. 
sisters had to convince them ing up on his dream of play­ He urged members of his 
to pay their college tuition. ing the game, he instead audience who had bilingual essary 

The reason was simple, started to write about sports. backgrounds to maintain 
itp.mu.eduIhe declared: "I was a boy in "Sports writing is wonder­ their bilingual skills not� 

the family. What can I say?" ful to read, because it has all only for "commercial� 
Wong also dealt with the kinds of cliches and military value," but also for "per­ iFJoor

problem of stereotyping of analogies," he said. "Boys sonal value." ' 
Asian Americans, noting love such stuff." Wong currently' contrib­

'mblJrcadero 8ARTIMuniproblems with the mass me­ Wongs's first language was utes columns to the San� 
dia - particularly television not English, but a Chinese Francisco Chronicle's op-ed� 
and the movies - and even dialect. To become a "produc­ page and features sections.� 
cited an academic stU9.y tive citizen of the United Information on his book is� 
that characterized Asians as States," he needed English to available on his Web site,� 
more intelligent but less survive in "this often intoler- www.yellowjournalist.com .� 
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